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Friends 



I Love Jesus 

1 love Jesus and I know that He loves me. 

He loves all the children in the world. I 
know that Jesus died on the cross at 
Calvary. I know that if I follow His com- 
mandments I can live with Him again. 
When I hear people take the Lord’s name 
in vain, I am sad because they don’t know 
that they are talking about our Savior. 

Kyelee J. Stephenson, age 10 
Layton, Utah 

Upside Down 
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am one of the readers of the Friend, 
and I look forward to every single issue. 

In the edition of October 2004, page 40, 

I noticed something. Being a former stu- 
dent of Shalom School, I have studied the 
language of Hebrew since kindergarten. The 
picture of the scroll in the top right-hand cor- 
ner is upside down. I just wanted you to know that. 

Kate M. Wigginton, age 1 1 
Carmichael, California 

Paintball Warning 


The scroll as it 
should have 
appeared. 



O ne day after school, 
r 


'my friend wanted me 
to join a paintball game. 

But I had a feeling that I 
shouldn’t, so I told him no. 

The next day my friend said they got in big trouble for 
shooting a house with paintballs. I’m grateful that I have 
the Holy Ghost to tell me what is wrong and what is right. 

Jordon Greenburg, age 1 1 
Duluth, Georgia 




A Prayer 
for Rudolph 

W hen my dad and I 
went outside to put 
up our Christmas deer, 

Rudolph wasn’t working. I 
asked my dad, “Should we 
say a prayer?” He said, “Sure.” So I said a 
prayer. Then he shook Rudolph a few 
times, and it lit up! Heavenly Father really 
does answer my prayers. 

James Stewart Larsen, age 6 
Logan, Utah 

Going to 
the Temple 

M y grandpa got 

married in the Los 
Angeles California Temple. 

This temple is a very 
beautiful place! I’ve been 
wanting to see the temple since I was 
baptized. When we arrived at the temple, 
I felt the Spirit inside me. I want to be 
righteous so I, too, can get married in 
the temple! 

Cera Walker, age 9 
Orange, California 


Please send us a letter sharing your feelings about the Friend 
magazine, a spiritual experience, your testimony, or whatever else 
is on your mind. If an adult helps with a child's submission, credit 
should also be given to him or her. Send it to Friends By Mail, Friend^ 
24th Floor, 50 East North Temple, Salt Lake City, Utah 841 50-3220. 
Please include a photo of yourself and your name, age, and 
address. A written statement by a parent or legal guardian 
granting permission to publish the child's photo must be included. 
Submissions may be edited for length and clarity. 
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HIDDEN CTR RING 

Pilia angMatarung 
means “choose the 
right” in Cebuano, a | 
language spoken in the 
Philippines. As you look 
for the Cebuano CTR ring 
hidden in this issue, think 
of the many blessings 
Heavenly Father has given 
you. 




A Christmas Message from the First Presidency 
to the Children of the World 


C hristmas is a wonderful time of year. It is a 
time to celebrate not only the Savior’s birth 
but also His life and example. He showed 
us how to live and find happiness whatever our 
circumstances. He is the Son of the Eternal Father. 

As we follow Him and reach out as He did — 
serving family and loved ones, seeking out those 
who are sick or hungry or cold or friendless — the 
joyful spirit of Christmas will enter our hearts. Then 
this Christmas, and every Christmas to follow, will 
be filled with hope and love. • 


President Gordon B. Hinckley 
Thomas S. Monson 
James E. Faust 
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BY STEVE CONNOLLY 

(Based on a true story) 
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He that hath two coats, let him impart to him that hath 
none (Luke 3:11). 

O ne day as Christmastime approached, my parents 
announced that we were going to a drive-in movie. 
For a seven-year-old, this was very good news, but I 
thought I could make it even better. 

“Can Kenny come too?” I asked. Kenny was my age 
and lived next door. 

Dad smiled. “Of course, if it’s OK with his parents.” 

I grew up in a small house in a small town. Mom 
and Da^often talked about struggling to get by on a 
teacher’s salary, but we must have been wealthy com- 
pared to Kenny’s family. When I invited him 
that afternoon, he was overjoyed. 



I could tell that he seldom got to see a movie. 

That night we drove up in front of Kenny’s house in 
our station wagon. When Dad honked the horn, Kenny 
came running out carrying a brown lunch bag spotted 
with grease stains. 

“What’s in the bag?” I asked. 

Kenny smiled shyly. “Some snacks for the movie.” 

“What kind of snacks?” 

“Oh, just some fried calf liver that my mom cooked 
up.” 

“Wow!” I said. “I’ll trade you some popcorn for some 
of your liver.” I knew that Kenny couldn’t afford to buy 
popcorn, but I wasn’t just being nice. Liver was my 
favorite food. 

December soon brought lights and carols and secret 
shopping. The whole world felt alive and full of wonder. 
Finally, after an endless wait, the best moment of the 
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“What a glorious season is this time of 

Christmas. Hearts are softened Kindness 

and mercy are reenthroned There is a . . . 

reaching out to those in distress.” 

President Gordon B. Hinckley, "The Wondrous and 
True Story of Christmas," Ensign, Dec. 2000, 2. 


year arrived — Christmas morning! 

We awoke early as usual, and had all the presents 
opened before 6:00 a.m. I got several brand-new racing 
cars and a new track to go with them. I also got a 
“supercharger” that would shoot the cars down the 
track at an astonishing speed. “This is the best 
Christmas ever!” I exclaimed. 

I couldn’t wait to tell Kenny about my presents. I 
rushed over to his house and pounded on the door. 
When he opened it, I blurted out, “What did you get 
from Santa Claus?” 

“Santa brought me this new pair of pants and this 
shirt for school.” 

“Neat,” I said. “What cool toys did you get?” 

“I didn’t get any toys this year.” He was still smiling. 

I stood there speechless for seconds that felt like 
minutes. I didn’t know what to say. I didn’t know how 
to feel. I don’t remember what I did or said next, but I 
know I didn’t mention my gifts. 


When I got home, I must have looked sad. “What’s 
wrong?” Mom asked. 

“Kenny didn’t get a single toy for Christmas.” I felt 
like I was sharing a tragedy. 

Mom thought for a few moments, then asked a ques- 
tion that changed my life: “What if you were to take a 
couple of your new racing cars and wrap them up for 
Kenny?” 

An hour earlier, her idea would have sounded crazy. 
Now it was a lifeline in a storm, and I grabbed it. I care- 
fully chose two of my best cars and wrapped them. I 
wrote on a small card, “Merry Christmas, Kenny! From 
Steve.” 

When Kenny unwrapped the gifts, his eyes lit up, and 
my heart grew bigger than my chest. We played with our 
racing cars all Christmas afternoon. 

“How do you feel?” Mom asked that evening. 

“Good,” I replied. “Great” would have been more 
like it. 

I often think back on all the special Christmases I 
enjoyed growing up. I treasure every one of them and 
appreciate every gift I received — my first shiny new 
bike, the magnificent pump-action BB gun, and all the 
rest. But no Christmas gift could ever come close to the 
one Mom gave me by suggesting that I give away a 
couple of toy cars. Every time I think of that experience, 
all is calm, all is bright. • 

Steve Connolly is a member of the Avalon Ward, Citrus 
Heights Arizona Stake. 
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God a - bove shall beam His light in 


to your heart these truths to share, 

to your heart its truth to share. 
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Music: Ludwig van Beethoven, 1770-1827 
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Friend to Friend 


F^A Brother's 
Lj^Exannple 



Ron started going to church. He didn’t 
want to go alone, so he convinced me to go 
with him. I was only about seven, but I’d sit 
on the bench behind the deacons and 
watch Ron pass the sacrament. 

At first I didn’t like church too well. It 
was hard for me to sit still. But I kept going 
because Ron promised me a small bag of 
candy for every time I went with him. So I 
probably ate more candy than any boy 
around. 

When Ron was about 17 and I 
was about 12, his teacher told 
him that he needed to gain a 
testimony of his own. He said 
to me, “I intend to find out 
for myself if the Church is 
true. I’m going to pay any 
price to know for myself” 
Over the next few 
weeks, I watched him. 

I’d find him on his knees 
praying. I’d see him read- 
ing the Book of Mormon. 

I was amazed at how 
diligent he was. 

One morning a few 
weeks later, I found Ron 
lying on his bed with his knees 
tucked up on his chest. He had 


From an interview 
with Elder Gene R. 
Cook of the First 
Quorum of the 
Seventy; by Barbara 
Jean Jones 


Let your light so shine before men, that they 
may see your good works, and glorify your 
Father which is in heaven (Matthew 5:16). 

W hen I was a boy, my family wasn’t 
very active in the Church. When 
my older brother, Ron, was 
turning 12, a man in the ward convinced 
him to become a deacon. 
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Elder Cook 
at age 14 


great pain in 
his lower right 
abdomen. 




My mom called 
for an ambulance. 

As we stood there over my brother, Ron said to my dad 
through gritted teeth, “Please, I need a priesthood 
blessing.” I didn’t know if my dad knew how to give a 
priesthood blessing. I’d never seen him do it. But he 
laid his hands on my brother’s head and pronounced a 
blessing of healing. About the time my dad said, ‘Amen,” 
Ron jumped off the bed and said the pain was totally 
gone. He was absolutely thrilled that the Lord had 
answered his prayer through that blessing. 

My parents still took my brother to the hospital to be 
checked. All the doctors could say was that Ron’s symp- 
toms sounded like he had had a ruptured appendix, but 
now they could find no trace of a problem. 

Later that day, Ron told me, “Gene, I now know that 
the gift of healing is real. When Dad put his hands on 
my head, I felt the Spirit of the Lord go through my 
whole body. I know the priesthood is real.” 

Then he said, “I also now know for myself that the 
Church is true. Not because of the healing, but because 
of what has been happening to me in reading the Book of 
Mormon. I’ve got my testimony by reading and praying 
over every page. I know all that we’ve been taught in 
the Church is cor- 


myself, “If the Lord 
would tell my brother, 
then I’ll bet the Lord 
would tell me.” So I did 
what my brother did, 
reading and praying over every page of the Book of 
Mormon. Because I was still young, I didn’t understand 
a lot of the words, but it wasn’t long before I began to 
feel the Lord speak to me in my heart, telling me it was 
true. I read the whole book through and ended up with 
a strong testimony even at age 12. That really helped me 
through my youth and in preparation for a mission. 

I have always been thankful for my good brother, 
who loved me enough to show me by example how to 
gain a testimony. 

Ron became the first one in our family to serve a 
mission. And then I went, and my younger brother too. 
My sister served a number of stake missions. My entire 
family became active in good measure because of the 
impact of my brother. Children, I know that you too can 
have a great influence for good on your family. Praying 
every morning and night and reading the scriptures will 
help you develop your own testimony. That testimony 
will be a wonderful blessing to you and will strengthen 
others as you share your personal testimony with them. • 

Elder and Sister Cook with their family 


On a family vacation 
with his parents^ 

MyrI and Clarence, 
and his older brother, 
Ronald 


rect, and I am going 
on a mission.” 

I’d never heard 
Ron say that before. 
It was evident to 
me, even as a 
young boy, that 
he had really 
been impacted 
by something. 

After Ron left me 
alone, I thought to 
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BY PATRICIA R. JONES 

(Based on historical sources from the life of Margarette 
Mclntire Burgess) 

Children are an heritage of the Lord (Psalm 127:3). 

P oor little Margarette has a very bad sore throat,” 
Margarette’s mother told a visitor. Hearing her 
mother talking about her, Margarette hurried to 
the bedroom door to see the Prophet Joseph Smith 
standing there. 

He called Margarette to him and examined her 
throat. Concluding that it was very bad, he took her 
on his lap and gave her a blessing. 

Immediately, Margarette felt healed. She was very 
grateful that the Prophet would give her such a bless- 
ing — after all, she was only a child. Why should he 
worry about her? She wondered about it for several 
days. 

“Why did the Prophet bother with me?” she finally 
asked Mother. “I’m just a little girl. I’m nobody special.” 

Mother set aside the bread dough she was kneading 
and wiped her hands on her apron. “My sweet child, the 
Prophet Joseph is a loving friend of all children. He 
believes as the Lord said in the gospel of Matthew: 
‘Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of 
these my brethren, ye have done it unto me.’*” 

“What does that mean?” Margarette asked. 

“It means that when we serve others, it is the same 
as serving the Lord,” Mother explained. “I won’t be 
surprised if you find that the Prophet helps you 



A few days later, Margarette and her older brother, 
Wallace, set out for school. It had been raining, and the 
ground was slippery and muddy, especially along the 
street by the Prophet Joseph’s Red Brick Store. As the 
two children hurried along their way, they got stuck in 
the mud. Although they tried to get out by wrapping 
their arms beneath their legs to lift their feet, it was no 
use. 

“Oh, what shall we do?” cried Margarette. She 
remembered seeing wagons stuck in the mud, and 
sometimes they were left until the ground became drier. 
Margarette feared that she and her brother would have 
to stay where they were until the ground dried up and 
they could walk out on their own. 

Wallace let out a loud wail. Seeing her brother’s fear, 
Margarette joined him with cries of her own. But look- 
ing up, she saw the loving friend of children, the 
Prophet Joseph, walking toward them. He lifted them 
out of the mud, wiped off their dirty shoes, and used his 
clean handkerchief to wipe the tears from their faces. 

He smiled and spoke with such cheery words that they 
were soon happily on their way to school. 

“He is every child’s best friend,” Margarette told 
Wallace. He smiled in agreement. 

But it saddened Margarette that the Prophet and 
his wife, Emma, had lost so many children of their own. 
Their young child had died shortly after Margarette’s 


ILLUSTRATED BY DAVID KOCH 


FRIEND DECEMBER 2005 1 1 



“Joseph had a ‘native cheery temperament’ (Joseph 
Smith — History 1 :28). He deiighted in the society of his 

friends He ioved little children and often frolicked 

with them These warm, human qualities . . . 

endeared him to many who knew him.” 

Elder Dallin H. Oaks of the Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles, "Joseph, the Man and the Prophet," Ensign, 
May 1996, 72. 


mother had given birth 
to twin baby girls not 

long ago. The Prophet and his wife were so kind to chil- 
dren, Margarette was sure they missed their own sweet 
baby 

One day, Margarette heard the Prophet talking to her 
mother in the kitchen. He asked if she would let him 
borrow one of the twin girls to help comfort Emma. 

“You may take one home with you, as long as you 
bring her back each night,” Margarette’s mother said. 
She handed him little Mary. Margarette watched as he 
gently wrapped a quilt around the baby and, cooing to 
her, opened the door and left. 

True to his word, the Prophet returned little Mary 
every night, except for one. Margarette’s mother was 
nervous when he didn’t come at his usual time. She 
decided to go check on the babe, and hurried away to 
the Prophet’s home, the Mansion House. Soon after- 
ward, Mother and the Prophet returned with little Mary. 
Margarette heard him explaining again that Mary had 
been cranky. He had been trying to calm her down 
before he returned her. 

The next morning, the Prophet arrived as usual. 
Margarette’s mother handed him Sarah instead of Mary, 
thinking he would not know which baby he was hold- 
ing. Sarah and Mary were identical — even some family 
members couldn’t tell them apart. After gently cuddling 
the child, the Prophet looked down at her face and then 
slowly shook his head. “This is not my little Mary,” he 
said. 

Margarette’s mother nodded and took Sarah back to 
the cradle. 

After the Prophet left with Mary, Margarette said, “He 
must really study Mary’s face in order to tell the differ- 
ence between her and little Sarah.” As Margarette left 
the kitchen, she noticed her mother blotting her eyes 
with the hem of her apron. 

Soon afterwards, the Prophet stopped taking Mary to 
his home, but he often came to visit her. Sadly, a short 
time later, Mary was called to return home to her 


Heavenly Father. Just after 
Mary died, Margarette was 

sitting at the kitchen table when the Prophet arrived. 
Little Mary’s body lay quiet and still in her cradle. The 
Prophet rushed to pick her cold form up in his arms. He 
cried as if he had lost one of his own little children. 
Again and again he whispered, “Mary, oh my dear little 
Mary!” 

Margarette went to where her mother stood sobbing 
and softly said, “See how much he loved her. Mother — 
just as he loves all children. It is right that he is often 
called ‘the loving friend of children.’ ” • 

* Matthew 25:40. 

Patricia R. Jones is a member of the Rose Canyon Second Ward, 
Herriman Utah West Stake. 




Welcome, 

Jesus 

BY LINDA HOFFMAN KIMBALL 

“Welcome, Jesus,” Mary whispers. 
“Welcome, baby,” Joseph sighs. 

“We will love you, teach you, feed you. 
We will sing you lullabies.” 

“Little Jesus, how we love you. 

In our arms so sweet and small. 

Little Jesus, how we love you,” 

Sings the couple in the stall. 

Long beyond that Christmas morning 
In His heavenly home above. 

He will greet them with a new song 
Of His own redeeming love. 

Dearest Mary, how He loves you. 
Humble Joseph, honored friend — 

You who in His earthly boyhood 
Loved Him, taught Him, fed Him then. 

Jesus welcomes all His children — 
Those who answer to His call. 

He will love us, teach us, feed us. 

He’s the Bread of Life for all. 

Welcome, Jesus, how we lova^you! 

Let our lives sing out for joy!j j 
Welcome, Savior, how we love you — 
Come to earth a baby boy. 

AND IT CAME TO PASS ALSO THAT A NEW STAR DID APPEAR © JUDY LAW 
DO NOT COPY 
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They Spoke to Us 

As you make the October 2005 general conference a part of your own and your family’s life, you might consider 
using the following ideas for personal study and family home evening. Or you may wish to create your own ques- 
tions, activities, and discussion ideas. (Page numbers refer to the beginning of the talks in the November 2005 Ensign^ 


Search the Words Activity 

1. Into how many languages was general conference 
translated? (Clue: Search President Gordon B. 
Hinckley’s talk on p. 103.) 

2. William Tyndale played an important part in 
preparing the world for the Restoration of the gospel of 
Jesus Christ. What did he do, and how did that help the 
young Joseph Smith? (Clue: Read President Boyd K. 
Packer’s talk on p. 70.) 

3. When and by whom was “The Family: A 
Proclamation to the World” given? (Clue: Search Elder 
M. Russell Ballard’s talk on p. 41.) 

4. What did President Hinckley ask us to do by the 
end of the year, and what did he promise us if we do it? 
(Clue: Mentioned in several talks. Look in Elder Charles 
Didier’s talk on p. 48 for one example.) 


Quotes and Activities 

1. President Hinckley said, “Somehow forgiveness, 
with love and tolerance, accomplishes miracles that can 
happen in no other way” (see p. 81). Is there someone 
who has offended you or harmed you or your family in 
any way? Have you offended anyone or done harm to 
anyone? If you need to forgive or ask to be forgiven, do 
it now and follow the prophet’s counsel. 

2. Many of the Brethren spoke about the important 
anniversary we are celebrating this year. It is 200 years 
since the birth of the Prophet Joseph Smith. Plan a 
special family home evening in tribute to him. Use 
President Thomas S. Monson’s talk (p. 67) and Elder 
Robert D. Hales’s talk (p. 88). 

3. Bishop Keith B. McMullin quoted President 
Hinckley who said: “This is a season to be strong. It is a 

time to move forward without hesi- 
tation, knowing well the meaning, 
the breadth, and the importance of 
our mission. It is a time to do what 
is right regardless of the conse- 
quences that might follow. It is a 
time to be found keeping the com- 
mandments” (see p. 10). Discuss 
with your family the need for both 
material and spiritual preparation as 
we face difficulties and trials. 

4. Elder Joseph B. Wirthlin 
taught: “In our day a prophet, seer, 
and revelator. President Gordon B. 
Hinckley, lives and reveals the word 
of God to man. His voice sounds in 







harmony with 
those prophetic 
voices of all ages 
past. 

“ ‘I invite every 
one of you,’ he 
has said, ‘wher- 


ever you may 

be as members of this church, to stand on your feet 
and with a song in your heart move forward, living the 
gospel, loving the Lord, and building the kingdom.’ ” 
Choose some of your favorite hymns, and together 
with your family, spend an evening singing about the 
Restoration, your willingness to obey the command- 
ments, and your love for Heavenly Father and the 
Savior. 

5. “Where can we hear the words of the Lord?” asked 
President James E. Faust. “We can hear them from our 
prophet. President Gordon B. Hinckley, the First 
Presidency, the Quorum of the Twelve Apostles, and the 
other General Authorities. We can also hear them from 
our stake presidents and bishops. Missionaries can hear 
them from their mission presidents. We can read them 
in the scriptures. We can also hear the still, small voice 
which comes through the Holy Ghost” (see p. 20). 

Make a list, with names, of all of these sources of truth 
that touch your life. Resolve to listen to their words and 
follow their counsel. 

6. Elder Jeffrey R. Holland said: “Your Father in 
Heaven knows your name and knows your circum- 
stance. He hears your prayers. He knows your hopes 
and dreams, including your fears and frustrations. And 
He knows what you can become through faith in Him.” 
Every morning and evening, kneel before your Father in 
Heaven and ask him to help you live that day so that you 
will become the best that you can be, so that you will be 
more confident “standing in the presence of God” (p. 28). 

Sampler of Conference Gems 

President Thomas S. Monson, First Counselor 
in the First Presidency: “The priesthood is not really 


so much a gift as it is a 
commission to serve, a 
privilege to lift, and an 
opportunity to bless the 
lives of others.” 

President Boyd K. 
Packer, Acting President 
of the Quorum of the 
Twelve Apostles: “There 
is in the Church a central 
core of power deeper than 
programs or meetings or 
associations. It does not 
change. It cannot erode. It 
is constant and certain. It 
never recedes or fades. 

“While the Church is 
housed in chapels, it lives 
in the heart and soul of 
every Latter-day Saint.” 

Elder Dieter F. 
Uchtdorf of the Quorum 
of the Twelve Apostles: 
“We recognize that we are 
living in a time of turmoil, 
disaster, and war. We and 
many others feel strongly 
the great need for a 
‘defense, and for a refuge 
from the storm, and from 
wrath when it shall be 
poured out without mix- 
ture upon the whole earth’ 
(D&C 115:6). How do we 
find such a place of safety? 
The prophet of God, even 
President Hinckley, has 
taught: ‘Our safety lies in 
the virtue of our lives. 

Our strength lies in our 
righteousness.’ ” 


Stories to Read 
and Share 


Are you preparing a talk 
or lesson? In the con- 
ference talks beginning on 
the pages listed below, 
you'll find stories you can 
tell and insights you can 
share. 


Village moves to higher 
ground before tsunami, 16 

Nurse helps woman with 
injured leg, 20 

New member quits job with 
a cigarette company, 31 

Man's 12-year search for the 
Church, 33 

Deacons, Scoutmaster 
fellowship young Paul 
Sybrowsky, 35 

Charles Didier's conversion, 
48 

Young Paul V. Johnson plays 
ball during general 
conference, 50 

Lyman E. Johnson regrets his 
apostasy, 53 

Bishop sits in a dunking 
machine, 53 

Home teachers travel one 
week to visit a member, 56 

Priest who stutters baptizes 
a girl, 56 

Deacons and teachers visit 
Welfare Square to see the 
fruits of fast offerings, 56 

Thomas S. Monson visits a 
Greek couple, 56 

Thousands of Church 
members serve hurricane 
victims in the Gulf States, 60 

Missionaries testify of Joseph 
Smith to doubtful man, 67 

Woman forgives young man 
who injured her, 81 

President and Sister Kimball 
healed during a visit to New 
Zealand, 85 

Bishop challenges 1 1 -year- 
old Ulisses Soares to fill out 
mission call papers, 98 

Young woman finds accep- 
tance at Relief Society, 110 

Two sisters, members of the 
Willie handcart company, 
help each other survive, 110 

Devoted visiting teacher 
befriends "unapproachable" 
sister, 114 
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Sharing Time 


I AM GRATEFUL FOR 
MANY THINGS 


And, if you keep my commandments and endure to 
the end you shall have eternal life, which gift is the 
greatest of all the gifts of God (D&C 14:7). 

BY MARGARET LIFFERTH 

First Counselor in the Primary General Presidency 

Have you ever received a special gift that made 
you happy? How did you show gratitude? 

This year, we have learned about a wonder- 
ful gift that Heavenly Father has given to His children. 
He gave us His Son and the plan of salvation. 

Remember these words from “I Will Follow God’s 
VldiA' (Children’s Songbook, 164-65)? 

My life is a gift; my life has a plan. 

My life has a purpose; in heav’n it began. 

My choice was to come to this lovely home on earth 
And seek for God’s light to direct me from birth. 

Heavenly Father’s plan includes many gifts. We 
received a body and were born to a family With the 
gift of agency, we can choose between good and evil. 
Because of our Savior, we will be resurrected, and if we 
choose good, we will receive the gift of eternal life. We 
are blessed with prophets, revelation, prayer, scriptures, 
priesthood, covenants, and temple blessings. 

How do we show Heavenly Father that we are grate- 
ful for these gifts? Remember the next part of the song? 


/ will follow God’s plan for me. 

Holding fast to his word and his love. 

I will work, and I will pray; 

I will always walk in his way. 

We thank Heavenly Father in our prayers and by the 
way we live. And as we show our gratitude — 

Then I will be happy on earth 

And in my home above. 

Blessings Gift Box 

Color a small box or envelope to represent a 
wrapped gift. Then cut out the shapes on page 16. On 
the home shapes, write blessings you receive from your 
family On the star shapes, write blessings you receive 
from the Savior. On the temple shapes, write blessings 
you receive by being a member of the Church. Think of 
other blessings to write on the gift shapes. Put all the 
shapes into the box or envelope. During family home 
evening, share the shapes and discuss the gifts we 
receive from Heavenly Father. 

Note; If you do not wish to remove pages from the magazine, this 
activity may be copied, traced, or printed from the Internet at 
www.lds.org. Click on Gospel Library. 
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Sharing Time Ideas 

(Note: All songs are from Children's Songbook unless oth- 
erwise noted; GAK = Gospel Art Picture Kit, TNGC = 
Teaching, No Greater Call) 

1. This year we have learned about the plan of salvation and its 
many blessings. Using GAK pictures, summarize the principles and 
accompanying blessings that have been taught each month from 
the Sharing Time Outline. Post the pictures on the board. Remind 
the children that all over the world, children are learning and living 
the plan of salvation. If possible, invite a returned missionary from 
your ward or branch to share an experience of children living the 
gospel with joy. Sing “Children All Over the World” (pp. 16-17). 
Divide the children into groups of eight to ten and seat each group 
in a circle. Play a game of “Remembering Blessings.” The first child 

says, “I am thankful for .” The second child says “I am 

thankful for (repeats the response of the first child and adds his 
own).” The third child says, “I am thankful for (repeats response of 
first and second child and adds his own),” and so on. Invite the chil- 
dren to share the game with their families in family home evening. 
Pass out paper stars and crayons to the children and have the chil- 
dren draw one blessing for which they are thankful. On one of the 
points of the star, punch a hole and loop a piece of string or ribbon 
through it. Invite the children to share their Christmas ornament 
with their families. Sing “For Thy Bounteous Blessings” (p. 21) in a 
four-part round. Bear testimony of the gratitude you feel for 
Heavenly Father’s many blessings and the happiness that comes to 
you because of the plan of salvation. 

2. This year we celebrate the 200th anniversary of the birth of 
Joseph Smith. Post or draw a large map of the eastern United 
States on a chalkboard. Identify the following places: Sharon, 
Vermont; Palmyra, New York; Harmony, Pennsylvania; Fayette, New 
York; Kirtland, Ohio; Nauvoo, Illinois; and Carthage, Illinois. (This 
could also be presented using a timeline instead of a map.) Prepare 
the following pictures and written references to teach the life of 
Joseph Smith and put them in paper bags: Bag 1 — Birth: Primary 
picture 3-7, JS— H 1:3-4; Bag 2— First Vision: GAK403 JS— H 
1:15-20, “Joseph Smith’s First Prayer” (Hymns, no. 26); Bag 3 — 
Moroni: GAK 404 and 406, JS— H 1:29-35, 59; Bag 4— 
Translating Book of Mormon: GAK 416, JS — H 1:61-67, “The 
Golden Plates” (p. 86); Bag 5 — Priesthood: GAK 407 and 408, 

JS — H 1:68-72, “The Priesthood Is Restored” (p. 89). (Children who 
have scriptures published since 1999 will also have photographs 
and descriptions of many of these historical sites after the Index. 
You may want to include these references.) Divide the children into 
five groups and give each group a bag. Have them look up and dis- 
cuss the scripture reference. Invite each group to come up and 
post the picture on the map or timeline, role-play or give a brief 
summary of events, lead the song, and express how this event 
helps build their testimony that Joseph Smith was the prophet of 
the Restoration. 


For younger children: Invite an adult member of the ward or 
branch to role-play the Prophet Joseph. Using the map, pictures, 
and songs, share these major events in the life of Joseph Smith. 

Bear testimony of the Restoration and the role of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith. 

3. Tell the story of the birth of the Savior by dividing the Primary 
in two groups. Provide simple costumes and the following refer- 
ences for each group (Group 1: Helaman 14:1-7 and 3 Nephi 
1:4-21; Group 2: Luke 2:1-17). Invite each group to read the refer- 
ences. Choose a child to be the narrator and read the scripture ref- 
erences as the other children role-play the story. Invite Group 1 to 
perform the story of Samuel the Lamanite. Sing “Samuel Tells of 
Baby Jesus” (p. 36). Invite Group 2 to perform the nativity from 
Luke 2. Sing ‘Away in a Manger” (pp. 42-43). (For younger children: 
Involve as many children as possible in the role-play and have a 
leader tell the story in simple words as the children act it out.) 

Invite the children to share these stories with their families. Bear 
your testimony of Jesus Christ. 

4. How do we express our gratitude to the Lord? Invite the 
children to look up “thanks” or “thanksgiving” in the Topical Guide. 
Give them time to look up a reference and choose a verse or sim- 
ple story to share. Take a few responses. Teach them that one of the 
purposes of prayer is to give thanks. In your own words, tell the 
story of Nephi as he relied on his father and the Liahona to find 
food and then gave thanks (see 1 Nephi 16:21-32). Have the chil- 
dren find and read 1 Nephi 16:32. Review the four parts of prayer as 
you sing “I Pray in Faith” (p. 14). Explain that you can also express 
gratitude by the way you live or with a song of praise. Choose a 
number of Primary songs of praise or gratitude and write the names 
on pieces of paper. Post them on the board print-side down. On 
strips of paper, write case studies. For example: “You are not pre- 
pared for the math test, but you know that the person you sit by 
always does well on the test. You can show you remember the 
Savior by . . . ”; or “Walking out of the grocery store, you see a wallet 
on the ground. It has money in it. You can express gratitude to the 
Lord by ... ” (See TNGC, p. 161). Put the case studies in a basket 
and pass it down the row as you sing “I Am Glad for Many Things” 
(p. 151). Stop the music and invite a child to choose a paper from 
the basket, read the case study, and answer the question. They can 
then either pick one of the papers off the board or invite a friend to 
choose. Sing the song as an expression of gratitude toward 
Heavenly Father and Jesus Christ. Repeat as time permits. Express 
your gratitude to the Lord and encourage the children to remem- 
ber the Savior and express their thanks in word and deed. 

5. Friend references: “Gratitude,” Nov. 2002, 2-3; “I Am Glad for 
Many Things,” Nov. 2002, 13-14; “Count Your Blessings,” Nov. 1999, 
12-14; “More Blessed to Give,” Jan. 2004, 2-3; “Make a Joyful Noise,” 
Eeb. 2004, 12-14; “The Light of the World,” Dec. 2003, 2-3; “The 
Prophet’s Counsel: The Six Bs,” Eeb. 2001, 24-25. These references 
and others can be found at www.lds.org. Click on Gospel Hbrary. 
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6. One of his first callings as a child was to pump 

this instrument so the congregation could sing. 

7. He married Harriet Reich, and they were sealed 

here in December 1962. They have two children. 

8. For 35 years he operated one of these. He 

eventually became chief pilot and senior vice 
president of flight operations for an airline. 

9. As he flew, he never grew tired of seeing these 

out the window. He also says: “I could see the 
beauty of the different countries with their differ- 
ent cultures. I know from going to those different 
places and seeing the people and the Church in 
those different places that the gospel is for every- 
one, no matter what nation you live in or what 
your traditions are. It is the gospel of Jesus Christ.” 

(See Friend, June 1998, 6-7; Ensign, Nov. 2004, 123-26.) 


Getting to Know 

Elder 
Dieter 
Ucht 


T O learn more about 
Elder Dieter F. 

Uchtdorf of the 
Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles, match the let- 
tered pictures above with 
the clues below. 

1. Elder Uchtdorf was raised in this country. 

2. He is the first Apostle to be called in more 

than 50 years who was not born in the United 
States, but he says he was not called to represent 
a certain group of people. Like all Apostles, he 
represents this perfect man. 

3. As a child, he worked hard in the family busi- 
ness, pulling a laundry cart behind one of these. 

4. Growing up in a war-torn city where buildings 

had been bombed, he found hope in reading and 
learning from these. One of his favorite verses 
was Romans 8:31: “If God be for us, who can be 
against us?” He says: “This gave me comfort and 
courage, because at that time the future looked 
bleak.” 

5. The Church building he attended as a small 

child had a stained-glass window depicting this 
event. Whenever the light shone through the 
glass, he thought about his testimony and devel- 
oped a stronger appreciation for Joseph Smith. 
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Important Places in the 

Life of the Prophet 
Joseph Smith 


BY BRITNEY SCHETSELAAR 

Church Magazines 


J 805 — Sharon, Vermont 

Joseph Smith was born in 
Sharon, Vermont, on December 23, 
1805 — only two days before Christ- 
mas! He lived on a farm with his 
father, Joseph Smith Sr.; his mother, 
Lucy Mack Smith; and his brothers 
and sisters. 

181 6 — Palmyra, New York 

Joseph’s family moved to Palmyra 
in 1816, when Joseph was 10 years 
old. As Joseph grew he became 
very concerned about religion. At 




Harmony, Pennsylvania. There he 
met Emma Hale, and they were 
married on January 18, 1827. After 
moving back to Palmyra and receiv- 
ing the gold plates, Joseph and 
Emma returned to Harmony and 
Joseph translated the Book of 
Mormon. On May 15, 1829, on the 


the age of 14 he decided 
to ask God which church 
he should join. God the 
Eather and His Son, Jesus 
Christ, appeared and told 
him not to join any of the 
churches. In 1823, when Joseph 
was 17, the angel Moroni came 
to him and said that an ancient 
record was hidden near his home. 


1825-Harmony, Pennsylvania 

In 1825 Josiah Stowell hired 
Joseph to work for him in 
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banks of the nearby Susquehanna 
River, Joseph and Oliver Cowdery 
were baptized and received the 
Aaronic Priesthood through John 
the Baptist. Later, in another loca- 
tion on the Susquehanna River, 
they were given the Melchizedek 
Priesthood through Peter, James, 
and John. 

1 830 — Fayette, New York 

On April 6, 1830, about 50 people 
met at the home of Peter Whitmer 
Sr. in Fayette, New York, to organize 
The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter- 
day Saints. Joseph Smith and Oliver 
Cowdery were sustained as elders in 
the Church. 

1831 — Kirtland, Ohio 

In February 1831 Joseph and 
his family moved with the Saints to 
Kirtland, Ohio. The Saints built the 
first temple in the latter days there 
and dedicated it in March 1836. For 
a time Joseph and Emma lived with 





Newel K. Whitney and his 
family in the Whitneys’ store, 
In Kirtland, the Saints wit- 
nessed many miracles, but 
they eventually had to leave 
because of persecution. 


June 27, 1844, while Joseph and 
Hyrum waited for their trial, a mob 
attacked the jail where they were 
imprisoned. After Hyrum was killed, 
Joseph ran to the window. He cried, 
“O Lord, my God!” as he was mar- 
tyred and fell. Joseph was 38 years 
old. He and his brother were buried 
in Nauvoo. • 


1 838 — Far West, Missouri 

Joseph moved to Missouri 
in the spring of 1838. Far West 
served as Church headquarters. The 
cornerstones for a temple were laid, 
but the Saints were driven out by 
mobs before the temple was built. 


1839 — Nauvoo, Illinois 

The Church bought swampland 
next to the Mississippi River in the 
spring of 1839. There, they built a 
city and named it Nauvoo. 

They also built a temple. 

Joseph led the Nauvoo mili- 
tia, and he and Emma ran a 
store where many important 
events took place. 


1 844 — Carthage, Illinois 

Joseph Smith and his 
brother Hyrum were arrested 
on false charges and put in 
jail in Carthage, Illinois. On 
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For Little Friends 


Gf;eA+7 

Qrc\!C\di\r\c^ 


BY KIMBERLY WEBB 

Church Magazines 
(Based on a true story) 

Is any merry? Let him sing (James 5:13). 

C heery music plays on the radio. Colored lights 
twinkle on our Christmas tree, and lighted 
candles gleam in the kitchen. The smell of 
homemade pizza slowly fills the house. 

I feel like jumping and squealing, but Mommy asks, 
“Will you please set the table?” So I set seven places — 
one each for me. Mommy, Daddy, Great-Grandma, 
Uncle Phil, Heather, and Stacie. Tonight they are 




coming for dinner. After we eat, I 
can play with my cousins until bed- 
time. I can’t wait to show them my 
favorite dolls! 

Soon the doorbell rings. Uncle Phil 
helps Great-Grandma through the door. 

“What are you doing up so early?” he teases 
in his loud, jolly voice. I giggle. He always says this, 
even when it’s late. Great-Grandma kisses me on the cheek 
and says, “Hello, sweetheart.” She always says this too. 

I sit between my cousins, and Daddy asks a blessing 
on the food. We eat and laugh, and I am happy that 
Mommy has saved me five whole olives. I put them on 
my fingertips, then eat each olive one by one. 

After dinner, I tug Stacie’s arm. “Do you want to play 
dolls?” She shakes her head and follows Uncle Phil into 
the living room. “Will you play dolls with me?” I whisper 
to Heather. But she follows Stacie. 

“Let’s sing Christmas carols!” Mommy says, pulling 
back the piano bench. Laughing and clapping, we sing 
“Jingle Bells” as loud as we can. We sing “Hark the 
Herald Angels Sing” and “Deck the Halls.” I don’t know 
all the words, so I hum and clap until I’m tired. 

“Do you want to play dolls now?” I ask Stacie. 

“No,” she says. “I want to keep singing with 


Great-Grandma.” 

My throat feels tight. Soon 
big tears roll down my cheeks. 
“What’s the matter?” Daddy 
asks, leading me away from the 
piano. 

“I want to play with Heather and 
Stacie,” I cry. “I’m bored!” 

“But, sweetie,” Daddy says, “Great-Grandma would 
be bored without 

I frown and wipe my eyes. 

“See how happy she is,” Daddy says. “She loves you. 
She likes spending this special time with us, singing her 
favorite songs.” 

I watch Great-Grandma sing. She smiles at me, her 
eyes shining like twinkling Christmas lights. I walk over 
to the couch and snuggle next to her. “Hello, sweet- 
heart,” she whispers, putting her arm around me. 

Mommy starts playing “Silent Night,” and I sing along. 

I don’t want to jump and squeal anymore. 

But I don’t want to cry either. Playing 
dolls doesn’t sound as fun as I listen 
to our reverent voices. I feel calm, 
happy, and warm — like gleaming 
candles on a winter night. • 



The Guide to the Friend can help you find stories or articles for preparing lessons or 
talks for church or for family home evening. Look for the FLLE symbol on the pages 
mentioned in the Family LLome Evening Ideas. The Primary theme for December is 
“Heavenly Father’s plan brings us many blessings. ” 



Family Home Evening Ideas 


1. The First Presidenq^ 
encourages us to celebrate 
the holidays through service. 
After reading their Christmas message (pp. 2-3), make 
the “Christmas Advent Wreath” (pp. 24-25, 35). As you 
follow the daily instructions, you’ll find opportunities to 
celebrate and serve. 

2. Read the poem “Welcome, Jesus” (p. 13). We can wel- 
come the Savior into our lives by following His example. 
Have each family member write down ways they have 
tried to be like Jesus or things they will do to become 
more like Him. Place the papers in a gift bag and display 
it where everyone will be reminded to “welcome Jesus” 
this season. 

3. Find out how Vera makes new friends in “Nigerian 
Christmas” (pp. 32-34). Is there anyone you can reach 
out to this Christmas? Use the 

“Christmas Workshop” ideas (pp. 

36-37) to make a gift for a new 
friend. You may want to invite him 
or her to come help you make 
other crafts this week. 


4. This month we also remember the birth of Joseph 
Smith. Review “Important Places in the Life of the 
Prophet Joseph Smith” (pp. 20-21). What important 
things did the Prophet do in each place? Discuss places 
in your own life and the important things that happened 
there (home, church, or school; where your parents 
were married; where you were born or baptized). What 
can you do to follow the Prophet’s example throughout 
your life? Learn the song “Truth Restored” (p. 7) and sing 
it together. 

5. Have someone tell in his or her own words the story 
‘A Gift of Music” (pp. 38-39). Why was President David O. 
McKay’s gift to his son so meaningful? What are other 
special gifts that don’t cost as much? Read “Singing with 
Great-Grandma” (pp. 22-23) and discuss why time, love, 
and talents are some of the best gifts we can share. 



Tht Friend can be found 
on the Internet at 

www.lds.org. 

Click on Gospel Library. 

To subscribe online, go to 

www.ldscatalog.com. 


Manuscript Submissions 

The Friend welcomes unsolicited manuscripts but is not responsible for them. Rejected manuscripts 
will not be returned unless a stamped, addressed envelope is enclosed. Send manuscripts to 
Friend Editorial, 50 E. North Temple St. Rm. 2430, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-3220, United States of 
America. Send e-mail to cur-editorial-friend@ldschurch.org. 

Send children's submissions to Friend Editorial, 50 E. North Temple St. Rm. 2420, Salt Lake City, 
Utah 84150-3220, United States of America, in care of the appropriate department — Our Creative 
Friends, Friends in the News, Friends by Mail, Trying to Be Like Jesus. If a photo is submitted, a 
written statement by a parent or legal guardian granting permission to publish the child's photo 
must be included. Submissions will not be returned. 



Topical Index to this 
Issue of the Friend 

(FLF) = For Little Friends 
(IFC) = inside front cover 
(m) = music 
(v) = verse 

Baptism 28 

Book of Mormon 8, 20 
Choose the Right IFC, 40 
Church History 7 (m), 10, 20 
Family 8, 22 (FLF), 28, 36, 38 
Friendship 4, 42 
General Conference 14 
Gratitude 16 

Heavenly Father 1 6, 28, 32 

Holy Ghost IFC, 40 

Jesus Christ IFC, 2, 13 (v), 
16, 24 (FLF), 32, 40 

Joseph Smith 7 (m), 10, 20, 
28 

Love and Kindness 2, 4, 

10, 28, 32, 38, 40, 42 

Missionary Work 28, 32 

Music 7, 22 (FLF), 38 

My Gospel Standards IFC, 

2, 8, 16, 19, 28, 32, 40 

Prayer IFC, 8, 28 

Priesthood 8, 20 

Prophets 2, 6, 7 (m), 10, 

20, 34, 38 

Quorum of the Seventy 8 

Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles 12, 19 

Sabbath Day 40 

Scriptures 8, 19 

Service 2, 40 

Temples IFC 

Testimony 8, 28 
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your life? Learn the song “Truth Restored” (p. 7) and sing 
it together. 
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‘A Gift of Music” (pp. 38-39). Why was President David O. 
McKay’s gift to his son so meaningful? What are other 
special gifts that don’t cost as much? Read “Singing with 
Great-Grandma” (pp. 22-23) and discuss why time, love, 
and talents are some of the best gifts we can share. 



Tht Friend can be found 
on the Internet at 

www.lds.org. 

Click on Gospel Library. 

To subscribe online, go to 

www.ldscatalog.com. 


Manuscript Submissions 

The Friend welcomes unsolicited manuscripts but is not responsible for them. Rejected manuscripts 
will not be returned unless a stamped, addressed envelope is enclosed. Send manuscripts to 
Friend Editorial, 50 E. North Temple St. Rm. 2430, Salt Lake City, Utah 84150-3220, United States of 
America. Send e-mail to cur-editorial-friend@ldschurch.org. 

Send children's submissions to Friend Editorial, 50 E. North Temple St. Rm. 2420, Salt Lake City, 
Utah 84150-3220, United States of America, in care of the appropriate department — Our Creative 
Friends, Friends in the News, Friends by Mail, Trying to Be Like Jesus. If a photo is submitted, a 
written statement by a parent or legal guardian granting permission to publish the child's photo 
must be included. Submissions will not be returned. 



Topical Index to this 
Issue of the Friend 

(FLF) = For Little Friends 
(IFC) = inside front cover 
(m) = music 
(v) = verse 

Baptism 28 

Book of Mormon 8, 20 
Choose the Right IFC, 40 
Church History 7 (m), 10, 20 
Family 8, 22 (FLF), 28, 36, 38 
Friendship 4, 42 
General Conference 14 
Gratitude 16 

Heavenly Father 1 6, 28, 32 

Holy Ghost IFC, 40 

Jesus Christ IFC, 2, 13 (v), 
16, 24 (FLF), 32, 40 

Joseph Smith 7 (m), 10, 20, 
28 

Love and Kindness 2, 4, 

10, 28, 32, 38, 40, 42 

Missionary Work 28, 32 

Music 7, 22 (FLF), 38 

My Gospel Standards IFC, 

2, 8, 16, 19, 28, 32, 40 

Prayer IFC, 8, 28 

Priesthood 8, 20 

Prophets 2, 6, 7 (m), 10, 

20, 34, 38 

Quorum of the Seventy 8 

Quorum of the Twelve 
Apostles 12, 19 

Sabbath Day 40 

Scriptures 8, 19 

Service 2, 40 

Temples IFC 

Testimony 8, 28 



4 '"* 02259 " 72000 "" 3 

25972 Dec 05 


What’s in the Friend 
this month? 



page 2 

Read the First Presidency’s 
Christmas Message 
‘A Joyful Season.” 


page 4 

Find out what Kenny 
does when he discovers 
that his friend received 
no toys for Christmas. 




page 24 

Enjoy the spirit of Christmas 
beginning December 1 by 
doing the advent calendar. 




